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Greetings Dear Friends!  

Once again, the summer sun fades as autumnôs chill draws near, but what a 
summer it was! Our department saw a flurry of activity this June with the 4th 
David Grant Symposium and the 50th Annual Pharmaceutics Graduate Student 
Research Meeting (PGSRM-2018) held only one week apart on the University 
of Minnesota Twin Cities campus. While both events were highly successful, 
we are especially proud of our studentsô accomplishments, made all the stronger 
by your contributions, in their planning and execution of PGSRM-2018. We 
applaud their efforts as this yearôs host and wish the best to the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison with next yearôs event. 

If you werenôt able to join us for the David Grant Symposium or PGSRM-2018, 
I invite you to catch up at this yearôs Minnesota Alumni Breakfast which will be 
held at 7:00 AM on November 5th at the Marriott Marquis Washington, DC.  
Dr. Swati Nagar, a former student of Dr. Cheryl Zimmerman, will be our 
featured keynote speaker.  

June also brought many new faces to our labs as we launched our first summer 
undergraduate research program. This yearôs participants were eight undergraduate students from the University 
of Minnesota and surrounding schools. Given the positive feedback we received, we are eager to offer the 
program again next year to more bright, young researchers with a burgeoning interest in pharmaceutics. 
Additionally, the recent expansion of our self-funded MS program attracted seven new MS students this fall. 
Joining them are eight new PhD students, resulting in the largest Pharmaceutics graduate class matriculation in 
recent past. Read more about our new students on page 6.  

As our department membership has grown, we have committed to updating and evolving our spaces. Recently, 
we made several student-friendly upgrades including reorganizing the space in the lunchroom, installing 
personal lockers, and creating an additional meeting/presentation space. Feel free to drop by and check out these 
transformations!  

In July, we congratulated Dr. Carolyn Fairbanks on her promotion to the Associate Dean for Research position, 
where she will have the opportunity to ñdevelop research priorities, respond to new research opportunities, and 
support research career developmentò for the University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy. Dean Lynda 
Welage welcomed Dr. Fairbanks into the role and shared in our confidence that she will help advance the 
collegeôs research mission. 

Given her new appointment and responsibilities, Dr. Fairbanks decided to step down as the Department of 
Pharmaceutics Associate Department Head and Dr. Changquan Calvin Sun agreed to step into the position. Dr. 
Sun will continue as the Director of Graduate Studies and so Dr. Karunya Kandimalla was appointed Associate 
Director of Graduate Studies to assist with the workload, be more proactive with student issues, and expand 
student services. 

Finally, Dr. Hongbo Pang joined our department this January and spent the summer building his lab. We look 
forward to his contributions and seeing where his research will take us in the next few years. If youôre in the 
area, feel free to introduce yourself and welcome him to the University of Minnesota community. 

As always, I welcome your feedback on any department activity and hope to see you at various professional 
meetings soon. If you plan to be in the Twin Cities, please stop by for a visit!  

 

Until then, 

Jayanth Panyam, PhD 
Professor and Department Head 



Amardeep Bhalla, PhD [2007], recently joined 

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals as a director in formulation 

development. Part of his responsibilities includes leading a 

team looking at sustained/depot delivery.  

Paroma Chakravarty, PhD [2010], presented a seminar 

to the Department of Pharmaceutics in fall 2018 titled 

Understanding óDisorderô in the Drug Development 

Pipeline: An Industry Perspective. She is currently a 

scientist in the Materials Characterization Group at 

Genentech, Inc. in San Francisco, California and works 

closely with both process chemists and formulators on solid 

form screening, crystallization, drug substance, and drug 

product characterization.  

Michelle Fung, PhD [2017], is currently a senior 

scientist at Merck. 

Ameya Kirtane, PhD [2015], received the 2018 STAT 

Wunderkind Award. He is one of 30 healthcare scientists/

clinicians selected from across North America who are at 

the cusp of launching their independent scientific careers.  

Sampada Koranne-Telang, PhD [2018], was selected 

Speaker of the Class and gave a keynote speech at the 2018 

College of Pharmacy Hooding Ceremony. She is currently a 

senior pharmaceutical materials scientist at Merck. 

Mak Jawadekar, PhD [1982], hosted Lamborghini 

company chairman, Tonino Lamborghini, in India and 

helped him with creating business partnerships in Mumbai 

and Pune, India. He will also serve on the Lamborghini 

advisory board. Mr. Lamborghini visited India, along with 

his son, Ferruccio, and daughter, Ginevra.  
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Mak also accompanied the Lamborghinis as they met with 

the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, and the 

Chairman of Virgin Atlantic Airlines, Sir Richard Branson.  

In February 2018, he received an honorary doctorate 

degree, along with Mr. Lamborghini and Mr. Greg Reid, 

from DY Patil University in Mumbai.  

Robert G. Thorne, PhD [2002], presented a seminar to 

the Department of Pharmaceutics in fall 2018 titled Drug 

Delivery to the Brain: Physiologic Considerations and the 

State-of-the-Art for Bypassing the CNS Barriers with 

Biologics. He is currently an assistant professor in the 

Pharmaceutical Sciences division at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. 

Yuanyuan Xie, PhD [2008], is currently working in 

Shanghai as a director in pharmaceutical product 

development at Prinbury Biopharm Co, Ltd.  

Zheng Yang, PhD [1997], presented a special seminar 

to the Department of Pharmaceutics titled Application of 

PK/PD Principles and Model-Based Approaches to 

Facilitate Knowledge Integration and Translational 

Research and gave several lectures in our Advanced 

Pharmaceutics course in May 2018. He is currently a 

senior director of drug research and development at Bristol

-Myers Squibb and an adjunct faculty member in the 

Department of Pharmaceutics. 

Left to Right: Raj 

Suryanarayanan and 

Paroma Chakravarty 

Left to Right: Clarissa Burt, Ginevra 

Lamborghini, Tonino Lamborghini, 

Mak Jawadekar, Greg Reid, and 

Ferruccio Lamborghini 

Left to Right: Mak Jawadekar, 

Tonino Lamborghini, and Ginevra 

Lamborghini 

Sampada Koranne-

Telang 

https://www.pharmacy.umn.edu/departments/pharmaceutics


A Blast from the Past! 

Alumni News (cont.) 

pharmacy.umn.edu/pharmaceutics 3 

MinneCeutics Fall 2018 

https://www.pharmacy.umn.edu/departments/pharmaceutics


From the Director of Graduate Studies 

pharmacy.umn.edu/pharmaceutics 4 

MinneCeutics Fall 2018 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

The essence of life is change; a principle of which the weather in Minnesota is a constant reminder. 
Particularly this fall, when the southeastern US hurricanes brought about seemingly endless days of 

gray, gloomy rain to Minnesota and we felt like we would never see the bright, blue sky ever again. 

Yet it has reappeared, hailing the autumnal transformation of the leaves from their lush green to 

golden yellows, vibrant oranges, and fiery reds, not to mention our championed maroon and gold.  

Thus it is vital that, in these evolving and turbulent times, we remain anchored to our principles with 

the belief that the light of our efforts will be seen. Last year, for example, our faculty remained 

committed to training and mentoring graduate students to become the best pharmaceutical scientists 
in the world. Their high standards, coupled with student tenacity and determination, paved the way 

for securing multiple American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) and International 

Pharmaceutical Excipients Council (IPEC) awards for research excellence. 

Recognizing that our teaching team needed to expand, we hired with the intent to enhance our ability 
to train students in the areas of protein engineering and targeted drug delivery. Thus, we were excited 

to welcome Dr. Hongbo Pang to our faculty team as an assistant professor this past January 2018. We 

are confident that his creative presence will help us achieve our goals.  

Our talented staff has also remained committed to efficiently and compassionately addressing student 

needs. Their recent efforts in organizing our interview day, which is a critical first point of contact 

with our future students, have proven highly successful as evidenced by the admission of seven PhD 

and eight MS students this year. With our departmentôs enrollment elevated to a historically high 
number of current students, Dr. Karunya Kandimalla has stepped in as Associate Director of 

Graduate Studies to help manage the growth of our graduate program and bring personalized 

guidance to our students.  

At the university and collegiate levels, there is now a greater commitment to increasing the diversity 

and number of domestic students in our graduate program. In response, last summer we launched a 

research program designed to engage undergraduate students early in their degree programs. The 

program shows promise as, at its conclusion, several interns expressed their interest in applying to 
our graduate program in the near future.  

All of these layers of commitment prove that our success is neither automatic nor accidental. Rather, our current trajectory was 

formed by the dedication of our students, staff, and faculty as well as the continued achievement and support of our alumni. To 
sustain this journey, now more than ever, we need support in the form of fellowships, mentored summer internships, and industrial 

and academic visitors who bring vital working knowledge to our department. Only if we continue to work together can we 

continue to nourish the University of Minnesota Department of Pharmaceutics network that helped us all become who we are today 

and keep it thriving for those to come. 

In addition to this annual newsletter, you can learn more about the great strides being taken by our departmentôs faculty, students, 

and staff toward innovative research and academic excellence via our departmentôs LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter pages. We 

invite you to follow us and comment on our updates as we are eager to hear from you. Otherwise, we hope you will join us at the 
Minnesota Alumni Breakfast on November 5th from 7:00 to 8:00 AM in the University of DC Room at the Marriott Marquis 

Washington, DC.  

In closing, we hope that when looking at the changing leaves you can remember your alma mater with sentimental pride. 

 

Sincerely, 

Changquan Calvin Sun, PhD 
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies 

 

Karunya Kandimalla, PhD 
Associate Professor and Associate Director of Graduate Studies 
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The Ronald J. Sawchuk Fellowship in Pharmacokinetics is 

awarded to a graduate student whose research is focused in 

pharmacokinetics. This year it was awarded to Minjee Kim 

(advisor: Dr. William Elmquist). 

The Rory P. Remmel and Cheryl L. Zimmerman 

Fellowship in Drug Metabolism and Pharmacokinetics is 

awarded to students that have chosen a thesis advisor 

whose research encompasses drug metabolism or 

pharmacokinetics. This year it was awarded to Surabhi 

Talele (advisor: Dr. William Elmquist). 

The University of Minnesota Graduate School Doctoral 

Dissertation Fellowship is awarded to top graduate 

students as they are preparing to defend their PhD theses. 

This year it was awarded to Gautham Gampa (advisor: Dr. 

William Elmquist). 

The Theodore H. Rowell Graduate Fellowship is awarded 

to graduate students who have completed at least two years 

of study in a pharmaceutical sciences program with 

preference given to students interested in nutrition or drug 

delivery systems. This year it was awarded to Krutika 

Harish Jain (advisor: Dr. Ronald Siegel). 

The Lyle D. Bighley and Sharon Bighley Graduate 

Fellowship was established to support graduate students 

working in the biomedical health sciences and recognizes 

excellence in students conducting research in laboratories 

with an emphasis on collaborative and interdisciplinary 

work. This year it was awarded to Krutika Harish Jain 

(advisor: Dr. Ronald Siegel) and Kelsey Pflepsen (advisor: 

Dr. Carolyn Fairbanks). 

The Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of 

America Foundation (PhRMA) Pre-Doctoral Fellowship 

in Pharmaceutics is awarded to students who have 

completed most of their pre-thesis requirements and be 

engaged in thesis research as PhD candidates by the time 

the award is activated. This year it was awarded to Davin 

Rautiola (advisor: Dr. Ronald Siegel). 

The 3M Science and Technology Fellowship is awarded to 

a promising student with interests in drug development. 

This year it was awarded to Sneha Rathi (advisor: Dr. 

Jayanth Panyam).  

Graduate Student News 
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Degrees Earned in 2017-2018 

Hyunjoon Kim, PhD  

Thesis: TLR7/8 Agonist Encapsulating Polymeric 

Nanoparticles for Cancer Immunotherapy 

Advisor: Dr. Jayanth Panyam 

Minjee Kim, PhD 

Thesis: Delivery and Efficacy of Targeted Therapeutics and 

Imaging Agents for Brain Tumors 

Advisor: Dr. William Elmquist 

Sampada Koranne, PhD  

Thesis: Physical Stability of Pharmaceutical Salts and 

Cocrystals in Drug Product Environment 

Advisor: Dr. Raj Suryanarayanan 

Yafan Su, MS  

Thesis: Effects of Freezing and Freeze-Drying on Protein 

Conjugated Nanoparticles 

Advisor: Dr. Jayanth Panyam 

 

2018-2019 Graduate Fellowship Recipients 

The David J.W. Grant and Marilyn J. Grant Fellowship in 

Physical Pharmacy is awarded to students whose research 

is focused in physical pharmacy. This year it was awarded 

to Kunlin Wang (advisor: Dr. Changquan Calvin Sun). 

The Edward G. Rippie Fellowship in Pharmaceutics is 

awarded to students with a consistent and outstanding 

academic record. This year it was awarded to Kunlin Wang 

(advisor: Dr. Changquan Calvin Sun). 
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Welcome New Students! 
 
Fangyi Dong  

MS advisor: Dr. Jayanth Panyam 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Nutrition, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 

Mokshada Kumar  

MS advisor: Dr. Swayam Prabha 

¶ Bachelor of Pharmacy, Mumbai University 

Rahul Lalge  

PhD advisor: Dr. Raj Suryanarayanan 

¶ Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
University of Mississippi 

¶ Bachelor of Technology in Pharmaceutical Sciences 
and Technology, Institute of Chemical Technology, 
Mumbai 

Jinghan Li  

MS advisor: Dr. Raj Suryanarayanan 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutics, Shenyang 
Pharmaceutical University  

Yuexuan Li  

PhD advisor: Dr. Hongbo Pang 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Science, Fudan 
University 

Zhengxuan Liang  

MS advisor: Dr. Changquan Calvin Sun 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Basic Pharmacy, Shenyang 
Pharmaceutical University 

Anqi Lu  

MS advisor: Dr. Jayanth Panyam 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Analysis, 
Shenyang Pharmaceutical University 

Sneha Rathi  

PhD advisors: Dr. Jayanth Panyam & Dr. Swayam Prabha 

¶ Master of Science in Pharmaceutics, National Institute 
of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER) 
Hyderabad 

¶ Bachelor of Pharmacy, Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai 

Vrishali Salian  

MS advisor: Dr. Karunya Kandimalla 

¶ Bachelor of Pharmacy, Principal KM Kundnani 
College of Pharmacy 

Graduate Student News (cont.) 
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Manan Shah  

MS advisor: Dr. Jayanth Panyam 

¶ Bachelor of Technology in Pharmaceutical Sciences 
and Technology, Institute of Chemical Technology, 
Mumbai 

Zekun Shao  

PhD advisor: Dr. Jayanth Panyam 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Biopharmacy, Huazhong 
University of Science and Technology 

Sichen Song 

MS advisor: Dr. Ronald Siegel 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy, Shenyang 
Pharmaceutical University 

Joel Updyke 

PhD advisor: Dr. Ronald Siegel 

¶ Bachelor of Bioproducts and Biosystems Engineering, 
University of Minnesota Twin Cities 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities 

Gerrit Vreeman 

PhD advisor: Dr. Changquan Calvin Sun 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities 

Yihan Wang 

PhD advisor: Dr. Hongbo Pang 

¶ Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Wayne 
State University 

¶ Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Engineering of 
Chinese Pharmacy, Shanghai University of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine 

¶ Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutics, Shenyang 
Pharmaceutical University 

Front Row (Left to Right): Manan Shah, Mokshada Kumar, Jinghan Li, 

Yuexuan Li, Sneha Rathi, Sichen Song, Joel Updyke 

Back Row (Left to Right): Rahul Lalge, Yihan Wang, Vrishali Salian, 

Gerrit Vreeman, Zekun Shao, Zhengxuan Liang, Anqi Lu, Fangyi Dong 
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Kweku Konadu Amponsah-Efah has been selected to 

receive the 2018 International Pharmaceutical Excipients 

Council (IPEC) Foundation Graduate Student Scholarship 

Award. The award will be presented to him at the American 

Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) annual 

meeting in Washington, DC this November 2018, at which 

Kweku will also present two posters: Characterizing the 

Nature of Drug-Polymer Complexes in Aqueous Solution 

Using Analytical Ultracentrifugation and Probing the 

Temperature-Dependence of Structural Relaxation Times 

Deep in the Glassy State of Amorphous Pharmaceuticals.  

Kweku was awarded a 2018 Robert L. Snyder Student 

Travel Grant which consisted of a waived registration fee 

for the 2018 Denver X-Ray Conference (DXC) and $500 

toward travel expenses. 

Kweku also won the Judgeôs Choice award in the College 

of Pharmacy Three Minute Thesis Competition in 

September 2018. He will go on to compete in the 

University-level competition this November 2018. 

Kweku gave the following presentations this past year: 

¶ Relationships Between Molecular Mobility and 

Physical Stability of Amorphous Pharmaceuticals. 

Biomaterials and Pharmaceutical Materials Program 

Review Group, Industrial Partnership for Research in 

Interfacial and Materials Engineering (IPRIME) 

Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, Minnesota (May 2018). 

¶ The Influence of Drug Polymer Interactions on the 

Dissolution Performance of Amorphous Solid 

Dispersions. Analysis and Pharmaceutical Quality 

(APQ) Town Hall Meeting, American Association of 

Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) Annual Meeting, 

San Diego, California (November 2017). 

Hongbo Chen won a 2018 PharmSci 360 Best Abstract 

Award for his research, Simultaneous Improvement of 

Manufacturability and Dissolution Performance of 

Indomethacin by Spherical Co-Crystallization.  

Ben Clements received a 2017-2018 Outstanding 

Teaching Assistant Award for his exceptional work with 

students and faculty in the PharmD program. 

Gautham Gampa served as the Fundraising Co-Chair 

on the PGSRM-2018 planning committee. 

Gautham published three manuscripts and gave the 

following oral presentations this past year: 

¶ Delivery of Active Drug Concentrations to Brain 

Tumor Targets. American Society for Pharmacology 

and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET) Annual 

Meeting at Experimental Biology 2018, San Diego, 

California (April 2018). 

¶ Delivery of Novel Targeted Therapies for the 

Treatment of Brain Tumors. University of Minnesota 

Brain Tumor Program (UMBTP) Data and Journal 

Club, Minneapolis, Minnesota (January 2018). 

¶ The Quest for a Brain Penetrant MEK Inhibitor: 

E6201. 12th International Conference on Cerebral 

Vascular Biology (CVB) 2017, Melbourne, Australia 

(November 2017). 

Gautham was awarded a UMBTP Travel Award and a 

CVB 2017 Travel Grant.  

Gautham also represented the University of Minnesota 

Table Tennis team at the College Table Tennis National 

Championships held in Round Rock, Texas in April 2018.  

Gautham married Divya in a beautiful ceremony that took 

place in Hyderabad, India in February 2018. 

Graduate Student Activities 
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Krutika Harish Jain served as Scientific and 

Publications Chair on the PGSRM-2018 planning 

committee. 

Krutika was selected as a graduate student consultant in the 

Economic Development Fellows (EDF) Consulting 

Program. The purpose of this university program is to 

connect local companies with graduate and professional 

students and post-doctoral associates seeking business 

consulting opportunities.  

Navpreet Kaur has started her research on the impact 

of lattice disorder on the solid-

state stability of pharmaceutical 

cocrystals and salt hydrates. She 

presented posters of her research 

on cocrystal dissociation at the 

4th David Grant Symposium in 

June 2018 and the Denver X-Ray 

Conference (DXC) in August 

2018. She received a 2018  

Robert L. Snyder Student Travel Grant which consisted of 

a waived registration fee for DXC 2018 and $500 toward 

travel expenses.  

Navpreet is serving on the College of Pharmacyôs Graduate 

Education Policy Committee (GEPC) as a graduate student 

representative for the 2018-2019 academic year. The 

committee provides advice and counsel to the dean to 

promote graduate education, research, and scholarly 

activities in the college. 

Navpreetôs extracurricular activities include reading, 

painting, and hiking. 

Vidhi Khanna served as Co-Chair on the PGSRM-2018 

planning committee. She also gave the following 

presentations this past year: 

¶ Therapeutic Efficacy of Antibodies Targeting Domain 

1 of HSPG2 Breast Cancer. American Association for 

Cancer Research (AACR) Annual Meeting, Chicago, 

Illinois (April 2018). 

¶ HSPG2/Perlecan as a Novel Target in Metastatic 

Cancers. 8th Annual Cancer Research Symposium, 

Masonic Cancer Center, University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota (March 2018). 

¶ HSPG2/Perlecan as a Therapeutic Target in 

Metastatic Triple Negative Breast Cancer. 2018 

Globalization of Pharmaceutics Education Network 

(GPEN) Conference, Singapore (September 2018). 

Hyunjoon Kim gave the following presentations this 

year: 

¶ Acid-Responsive, Immunostimulatory Nanoparticles 

for Cancer Immunotherapy. American Association for 

Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS) Annual Meeting, 

San Diego, California (November 2017). 

¶ Nanoparticle-Based Whole Tumor Vaccine for 

Bladder Cancer Therapy. Donald Gleason Conference 

on Prostate and Urologic Cancers, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota (November 2017). 

¶ Nanoparticle-Based Vaccine for Bladder Cancer. 

Prostate and Urologic Cancers Translational Working 

Group Meeting, Minneapolis, Minnesota (February 

2018). 

¶ Nanoparticle-Based Tumor Cell Lysate Vaccine for 

Cancer Immunotherapy. American Association of 

Cancer Research (AACR) Annual Meeting, Chicago, 

Illinois (April 2018). 

¶ Immunostimulatory Nanoparticles for NK Cell-

Mediated Cancer Immunotherapy. Industrial 

Partnership for Research in Interfacial and Materials 

Engineering (IPRIME) Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota (May 2018). 

¶ Polymeric Nanoparticles Encapsulating TLR7/8 

Agonist for NK Cell-Mediated Cancer Immunotherapy. 

Controlled Release Society (CRS) Annual Meeting 

and Exposition, New York City, New York (July 

2018). 

Graduate Student Activities (cont.) 
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Minjee Kim served as Hospitality Chair on the PGSRM

-2018 planning committee.  

Minjee has published six papers, two of which were first 

author papers. She also gave the following presentations 

this past year: 

¶ Let There Be Light: Factors that Influence Bio-

Luminescent Imaging in the Brain. 12th International 

Conference on Cerebral Vascular Biology, Monash 

University, Melbourne, Australia (December 2017). 

¶ Efficacy of Targeting MDM2-P53 in Glioblastoma:     

A Story of Tight Junctions and Transporters. 12th 

International Conference on Cerebral Vascular 

Biology, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia 

(December 2017). 

¶ Let There Be Light: Factors that Influence Bio-

Luminescent Imaging in the Brain. Third American 

Association for Cancer Research-Society of Nuclear 

Medicine and Molecular Imaging (AACR-SNMMI) 

Joint Conference on State-of-the-Art Molecular 

Imaging in Cancer Biology and Therapy, San Diego, 

California (February 2018). 

¶ Efficacy of Targeting MDM2-P53 in Glioblastoma: A 

Story of Tight Junctions and Transporters. Research 

Day, University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota (February 2018). 

Mokshada Kumar joined Dr. Prabhaôs lab as a first-year  

MS student. In July 2018, she received a scholarship from 

the JN Tata Endowment for the Higher Education of 

Indians for her graduate studies.  

Rahul Lalge joined the department as a first-year PhD 

student under the supervision of Dr. Sury. He successfully 

defended his MS thesis titled Solubility and Bioavailability 

Enhancement of Poorly Absorbable Cefuroxime Axetil by 

Lipid-Based Gastro-Retentive Drug Delivery System 

Prepared Using Hot-Melt Extrusion Technology at the 

University of Mississippi in May 2018.  

Jinghan (Tony) Li is a first-year MS student in Dr. Suryôs 

lab. Last year, during the last semester of his pharmaceutics 

undergraduate program at Shenyang Pharmaceutical 

University, he came to the University of Minnesota as a 

student intern and worked on designing robust amorphous 

solid dispersion with the approach of supramolecular 

synthon in Dr. Suryôs lab. He enjoys reading, watching 

movies, jogging, and traveling.  

Kelsey Pflepsen served as Co-Chair on the PGSRM-2018 

planning committee.  

Kelsey presented her research, Biodistribution of 

Intrathecally Delivered AAV5 Viral Vector Particles, at the 

2017 Society for Neuroscience Annual Conference in San 

Diego, California in November 2017.  

Sneha Rathi joined the department as a first-year PhD 

student under the joint supervision of Dr. Panyam and Dr. 

Prabha. She successfully defended her MS thesis titled 

Classification of Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) 

and Nutraceuticals Based on their Nucleation and     

Crystal Growth Behavior at NIPER-Hyderabad, India.            

Sneha enjoys arts and crafts, including henna and rangoli 

(designs made on the floor with colored sand), and 

exploring new places in her free time. 

Davin Rautiola served as the Communications Chair on 

the PGSRM-2018 planning committee. 

Davin won the Peopleôs Choice award in the College of 

Pharmacy Three Minute Thesis Competition in September 

2018. He will go on to compete in the University-level 

competition this November 2018. 

Drishti Sehgal served as Registrations Chair on the 

PGSRM-2018 planning committee. 

Graduate Student Activities (cont.) 
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Jayesh Sonje received a 2018 Robert L. Snyder Student 

Travel Grant which consisted of a waived registration fee 

for the 2018 Denver X-Ray Conference held in August in 

Westminster, Colorado and $500 toward travel expenses. 

Jayesh presented a poster titled Effect of Process Variables 

on Physical State of Mannitol in Tert-Butyl Alcohol ï  

Water Frozen or Freeze-Dried Systems at the International 

Society of Lyophilization-Freeze Drying (ISL-FD) Midwest 

Chapter Conference in Chicago, Illinois in April 2018; 50th 

Pharmaceutics Graduate Student Research Meeting 

(PGSRM-2018) in Minneapolis, Minnesota in June 2018; 

4th David Grant Symposium in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 

June 2018; and the Denver X-Ray Conference (DXC) in 

Denver, Colorado in August 2018. 

Surabhi Talele served as the Fundraising Co-Chair on 

the PGSRM-2018 planning committee. 

Surabhi gave the following presentations this year: 

¶ Improving MEK Inhibition in the Brain: A Key in 

Treating Brain Metastases. 2018 Gordon Research 

Conference (GRC) on Barriers of the CNS, New 

London, New Hampshire (June 2018). 

¶ CNS Delivery of VX-970: A Selective ATR Inhibitor for 

Radiosensitization in GBM. 2018 Globalization of 

Pharmaceutics Education Network (GPEN) 

Conference, Singapore (September 2018). 

Surabhi received the Brain Tumor Program Travel Grant 

for 2018. 

Kunlin Wang served as Logistics Chair on the PGSRM-

2018 planning committee.  

Kunlin received an American Crystallographic Association 

(ACA) Travel Award for her podium presentation of her 

research at the 2018 ACA Annual Meeting. She also 

presented her research, Reversible Single Crystal-to-Single 

Crystal Phase Transition with Low-Temperature Induced 

Twinning of Diphenhydramine Citrate Salt, at the 2018 

Globalization of Pharmaceutics Education Network 

(GPEN) Conference in Singapore. 

Andrew Zhou received best poster presentation awards 

at both the 50th Pharmaceutics Graduate Student Research 

Meeting (PGSRM-2018) in Minneapolis, Minnesota and 

the 2018 Globalization of Pharmaceutics Education 

Network (GPEN) Conference in Singapore. 

Graduate Student Activities (cont.) 
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PGSRM-2018 

The University of Minnesota Department of Pharmaceutics had the pleasure of hosting the 50th Annual Pharmaceutics Graduate 

Students Research Meeting (PGSRM-2018) in June this year. We were honored to host this wonderful event in keeping with its 

time-honored traditions!  

PGSRM is a student-led, student-organized, and student-attended event held each year. This yearôs theme, Bridging Therapeutics 

and Technology, was inspired by the multidisciplinary nature of pharmaceutical sciences. As graduate students, we understand 

that we must learn to adapt and work as a multifunctional team as research progresses.  

Our keynote speakers, Dr. Clay Siegall (Seattle Genetics) and Dr. Samir Mitragotri (Harvard University), provided industrial and 

academic perspectives regarding the field of pharmaceutical technology. Our other invited speakers covered current research and 

emerging technologies in pharmacokinetics/pharmacodynamics (Dr. Matthew Wright, Genentech), drug formulation (Dr. Lynne 

Taylor, Purdue University), and biopharmaceutics (Dr. Paul Lockman, University of West Virginia). In addition to invited 

speakers, we also held student poster and podia sessions to encourage thoughtful discussion among student attendees. We are 

happy to say that this yearôs PGSRM was a great success and we received numerous positive comments from attending students, 

invited speakers, industry representatives, and faculty. 

We were very fortunate to have a tremendously hardworking planning committee, whom we cannot begin to thank enough! They 

worked tirelessly for two years leading up to the conference ï in short, they were amazing! In addition, we would like to thank our 

faculty advisors, Dr. William Elmquist and Dr. Jayanth Panyam, who provided critical support and guidance. A big thank you also 

to Katie James, Amanda Hokanson, Jody Tracy, and the College of Pharmacy administrative staff who were a big asset throughout 

the planning process. We consider ourselves very fortunate to have been given this wonderful opportunity!  

 

Sincerely, 

Vidhi Khanna and Kelsey Pflepsen 

PGSRM-2018 Planning Committee Co-Chairs 

https://www.pharmacy.umn.edu/departments/pharmaceutics


2018 Fall Picnic Hosted by the 2017-2018 Pharmaceutics Graduate Student Representatives 

Hongbo Chen & Yafan Su 

Students prepared tasty food for the entire Department of Pharmaceutics and their families and friends on the banks of the 

Mississippi River at the East River Flats Park. It was a gorgeous afternoon and everyone had a great time!  

Graduate Student Organizations 
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